MUHLENBERG COLLEGE LESSON PLAN FORMAT

Name Grade Date
Abigail Nochimson 4th 4/3/23
Unit Title Lesson Title
Wonders: How the past connects us Expository Writing
to the present

Standards Addressed

CC.1.2.4.H: Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text.
CC.1.4.4.A: Write informative/ explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.
CC.1.4.4.C: Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and
examples related to the topic; include illustrations and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.
CC.1.4.4.1: Provide reasons that are supported by facts and details.

Objective(s)

SWBAT examine the parts of an expository letter

Main Assessment(s) and Criteria for Evaluation

Summative Assessment: students will turn in their writing to be graded using the Wonders rubric

Set Induction

1. Review what an expository text contains: nonfiction texts that provide us with facts and information, use
text features to help the reader learn more
2. If we know what an expository text is, what do we think an expository letter is?

Content Outline




1. Vocabulary:
a. Expository Letter: a way to share factual information about a topic: use quotes, examples,
definitions
b. Features of an expository letter:
i. parts of a formal letter
ii. introduces a topic and shares information about it
iii.  uses paragraphs to explain the topic with facts, definitions, quotations and details
iv.  maintains a formal style
v.  has a closing/signature
c. College words: students know to use synonyms and find bigger words that have the same meaning
in their writing
2. Examples:
a. Reading Kiera’s “expert model” and using the features list to see if she included everything needed
for an expository letter (see materials)
i.  Kiera’s model discussion questions:

1. What information does Kiera share in her letter? Info about the harm pesticides can
do to animals, such as the peregrine falcon. She also explains safe ways to use
pesticides.

2. What examples of a fact, definition, quotation or detail can we find that Kiera
included in the letter? “In 1960, scientists discovered..”

3. How can you tell the letter is written in a formal style? Formal
greeting/closing/signature/voice

3. Organizers: (see materials)

a. Students will use the blank space below their graphic organizer to brainstorm who and what they
want to write about

b. Students will complete the graphic organizer and call me over to approve before moving onto the

sloppy copy
The Lesson
Instructional Strategies and Learning Activities Differentiation/Accommodation
1. Setinduction: Expository Text versus letter 1. Access to chrome books for
2. Introduce Expository Letter: spelling/synonym/research purposes
a. Teacher will explain that an expository letter is 2. My ESOL students are writing their

a way to share information about a topicin a sloppy copy in spanish and have help
formal way. When you write a letter that has a from the ESOL teacher




formal style, you include facts, definitions and
details related to a topic.

Features of an expository text: parts of a
formal letter, introduces a topic and shares
information about it, uses paragraphs to
explain the topic with facts, definitions,
quotations and details. It maintains a formal
style and has a closing/signature.

3. Example through an expert model:

a.

b.

Students will be directed to read Kiera Roberts'
letter. Once they are finished, they will check
to see if all the features of an expository letter
are included. Discuss with a partner nearby,
once you checked individually

When that is completed, we will discuss:

i.  Yes, the letter includes all formal parts-
sender's name, the date, the recipient's
name, address, greeting, body, closing
and a signature.

ii.  Whatinformation does Kiera share in
her letter? Info about the harm
pesticides can do to animals, such as
the peregrine falcon. She also explains
safe ways to use pesticides.

iii.  What examples of a fact, definition,
guotation or detail can we find that
Kiera included in the letter? “In 1960,
scientists discovered..”

iv.  How can you tell the letter is written in
a formal style? Formal
greeting/closing/signature

4. Discuss and Plan:

a.

We saw Kiera wrote to a farmer about a topic
that interested her, helping animals from
harmful pesticides.

| want you to brainstorm a topic and person to
write to. It can be a family member, a friend,




or anyone. Come up with ideas on who you
might write to and about what in the space
below your graphic organizer. The topic can
include sports, school, a hobby you enjoy,
food, it has to be a topic that has enough
information you can write a letter to someone
about it.

¢. Once you choose a topic and person, tell me
before moving on to prewriting.

d. Complete the prewriting steps: 3 details and a
main idea. Make sure your details have enough
information to write a paragraph on. Include
factual information about your topic

e. Once you complete the prewriting, show me.

f. After | approve, the goal for the day is to have
your formal headings on your sloppy copy
completed, along with your first paragraph, or
the main idea.

g. Teacher will explain Mrs. Doll has their
addresses for the heading and the importance
of using “college” words.

5. If students finish early, they will be directed to share
their sloppy copy with a partner, then SSR: super
silent reader until everyone is finished.
6. Closure: 5 minutes- Students will have the opportunity
to share their topic and person they are writing to
with the class.
Closure
1. Closure: 5 minutes- Students will have the opportunity to share their topic and person they are writing to

with the class.

Materials and Resources




Wonders Unit 5: writing
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Expository Letter
* Itincludes the parts of a formal letter.

* ltuses paragraphs to explain the topic with facts,
definitions, quotations, and details.

It maintains a formal style.

* Ithas a closing and a signature.

Itintroduces a topic and shares information about it.
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